Background: The aim of this single-masked, randomized controlled clinical trial is to compare hard and soft tissue changes after ridge preservation performed with (control, RPc) and without (test, RPe) primary soft tissue closure in a split-mouth design.
B one resorption of varying amounts is a phenomenon that always occurs after extraction. 1-3 The resorption may lead to esthetic and functional disadvantages, which may compromise future implant placement. By evaluating the width of the ridge, Schropp et al. 4 found a reduction of the width 12 months after extraction by >50%, from 12 to 5.9 mm. Ridge preservation is a guided bone regeneration (GBR) technique used to minimize volumetric changes of hard tissue after tooth extraction. Similar to the dynamics of bone tissue formation in tooth extraction sites, GBR requires a stable environment for the blood clot to reorganize and be replaced by a provisional connective tissue matrix, woven and lamellar bone, and by bone marrow. 5-7 Barrier membranes are used to make space for the blood clot and to exclude soft
